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PROPOSA LS TO PREVENT LAND BECOMING DERELICT 

Proposals for additional measures to prevent dereliction and 
increase landowner's financial responsibilities for reclaiming* 

derelict land were announced today by Planning Minister, Sir 
George Young. 

These are set out in an Environment Department consultation 
paper published today which has been sent to a wide range of 
bodies including local authority associations and private sector 
interests including the Confederation of British Industry. 

The proposals were foreshadowed in the Government's 
Environmental White Paper, "This Common Inheritance", which 
stipulated that those causing contamination and dereliction 
should pay for the costs of putting it right. Placing more 
responsibility on those who cause damage could reduce the amount 
of derelict land more quickly and make it available for 
development or other uses to benefit the wider community. 

The two main proposals are firstly the wider use of 
restoration conditions in planning permissions for certain 
industrial activities and secondly additional powers for local 
authorities to enable them to reclaim derelict land not in their 
ownership and to seek a financial contribution towards the cost 
of the reclamation from the owner. 
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Sir George said: 



’’Derelict land disfigures the environment and represents a 
major and unacceptable waste of a national resource. The 
Environment Department already has a vigorous policy of derelict 
land reclamation, and the Derelict Land Grant programme has been 
expanded substantially in recent years. However, there are 
limits to what can be achieved through public sector funding and 
it is important to look for ways of securing additional help with 
the reclamation process from the private sector. 

"This consultation paper is an important step forward and 
makes some suggestions on how landowners could make a greater 
financial contribution as part of their land stewardship role. 
The proposals are only at a preliminary stage and I would 
welcome comments and suggestions from all parties with an* 
interest in the reclamation and redevelopment process before the 
Government puts forward firm proposals for action”. 



NOTES TO EDITORS 

This consultation paper is part of the Government's ongoing 
Review of its Derelict Land Grant Policy. 

Derelict Land Grant is a major source of Government assistance 
available to both local authorities and other bodies, such as 
private companies and voluntary sector organisations, for the 
reclamation of derelict land throughout England. 

In the Assisted Areas and Derelict Land Clearance Areas, grant 
is paid to local authorities and English Estates at a rate of 100 
per cent and to bodies other than local authorities at 80 per 
cent. Outside these areas the grant rate is mainly 50 per cent 
for both local authorities and others. 

A consultation paper ”A Review of Derelict Land Grant Policy” was 
published in September 1989 which made a large number of 
recommendations for policy changes including changes to the 
operation of the DLG programme and the consideration of 
preventive measures including those now covered by the current 
consultation paper. 

New priorities and objectives for the Derelict Land Grant 
Programme were announced last year in DLGA1 ’’Derelict Land Grant 
Advice: Derelict Land Grant Policy”. (HMSO publication). 
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This also describes changes in the operation of the Programme 
including a wider use of rolling programmes of reclamation and 
a number of enhancements to the grant regime applicable to bodies 
other than local authorities. 

The Government has significantly increased the DLG budget in 
recent years and in 1 992/93 £106 million will be available - £18 
million more than this year. This will be sufficient to fund the 
reclamation of about 1,500 hectares of derelict land. 
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